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highly troublesome by their awakened activity.
Every one on board, therefore, not even ex-
cepting myself (who had certainly quitted
Alexandria clean, at least), was employed during
the middle of the day in stripping off every
garment, and destroying the host of enemies by
which we were tormented.
2d. Still calm; water reduced to the last
small barrel; the third day of our being without
any prepared food, from want of fuel; the
boghaz* of Damietta, with boats in its channel
distinctly visible from the deck, after seven days
hard beating against a contrary wind.
The day was one continued scene of uproar
and quarrel; the noise of which, added to the
harshness of the Syrian Arabic, in which all
these vociferations of reproach and abuse were
uttered, was absolutely distracting. Towards
evening, we had light airs from the westward,
variable and of short duration. The energies
and attention of the crew were now requisite to
profit by every breath that blew; but the dis-
eordance of the day seemed to have rendered
them as -stupid as they were ill-humoured; and
though the wind was always abaft the beam,
* A name applied to bars of rivers and harbours, and
even to narrow passes on shore; probably a Turkish word,
though now in common use by the Arabs here, and perhaps
derived from the Persian -(^ a wedge.